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October 2011 Newsletter ~ Burnt Factory United Methodist Church ~ Stephenson, VA 22656
C. Stephen Melester, Pastor
OUR MISSION STATEMENT:
“Sharing the Love of Christ with all people.”

“Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works and glorify your Father who is in heaven.” – Matthew 5:16
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It seems to me that many in our congregation and community are struggling.  Many are waging war against health problems, illnesses of all kinds, financial challenges, family situations, depression; many are grieving and hurting; some are questioning their salvation and whether anybody really cares about them.  At times like these, God brings us His Word in new and exciting ways and he brings it afresh and anew!  At times like these, there is no substitute for scripture!  Take heart, have faith, embrace hope --- the Word of God will sustain us!

Let us encourage each other, care for each other, and look upon each other with compassion and grace.  The Apostle Paul wrote many things to many people.  He could debate with princes and paupers.  He could write personal letters and corporate manifests, but let us never forget;  Paul was first and foremost a pastor; with a pastors heart!  Read anew some of his most inspiring words and be encouraged!
“What then are we to say about these things?  If God is for us, who is against us?  He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else?  Who will bring any charge against God’s elect?  It is God who justifies.  Who is it to condemn?  It is Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us.  Who will separate us from the love of Christ?  Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  As it is written, ‘For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”






Romans 8: 30-39
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October looks to be an exciting month in the life of BFUMC.

October 9th we will be looking at Philippians 3: 4b-14 and Paul’s inspiring words about faith and the power of the resurrection!
October 16th we will be welcoming new members into the life of the church and our texts for this Sunday will be from Deuteronomy 34: 1-8 and from Matthew 22: 34-40 and will concentrate on the cost of discipleship.
October 23rd will be a highlight --- for our wonderful youth group will be leading our worship.  They always bless us with their spirit, love, and commitment to our Lord!
October 30th we will be looking at texts from Joshua and again from Matthew’s Gospel.  This Sunday is celebrated as Reformation Sunday and our morning hymns are reflective of this great transition in religious history.

In November BFUMC will provide 6 different possibilities for worship.

November 6th will be All Saints Sunday.

November 13th will be the 22nd Sunday after Pentecost.

November 20th will be the last Sunday before Advent and celebrated as “Christ the King” Sunday.

November 23rd we will celebrate our annual Thanksgiving Eve Service.

November 27th will be the First Sunday of Advent!

November 30th we will finish up the month with our Healing Service.
May God bless you and keep you!

Grace and Peace,

Pastor Steve
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DO YOU THINK…..


…the last book of the Bible is “Maps?”





…that Joan of Arc was Noah’s wife?






…the Epistles are the wives of the Apostles?





Then this Bible Study is for you!
This is an opportunity for anyone who may have never attended Sunday School or
 been active in any Bible Studies before and who wish to brush up on basic Bible knowledge.
This will be a fun time as we seek to explore the Bible from a beginner’s perspective.
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This is an opportunity to bond together in great friendship and fellowship,
and to learn from each other as we have a relaxed and joy-filled time studying God’s Word!
THIS WILL BE FUN!!!!

The study will be 8 to 10 weeks!

Sign up in the Fellowship Hall!
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Beginning Sunday, October 16th, The Fellowship Sunday School Class will be starting a new study series.

Experiencing God: Knowing and Doing the Will of God
by Henry Blackaby, Richard Blackaby , and Claude King

Experiencing God is based on seven Scriptural realities that teach us how to develop a true relationship with the Creator.   Books have been ordered and you are invited to join the discussion in the fellowship hall starting at 9:45am.

[image: image14.wmf]The first meeting of the Burnt Factory Women’s Christian Book Club was on Thursday, September 1st at the home of Susie Gerometta.  We had 12 women present and had a wonderful discussion.

The next book selection we are going to read is called SAME KIND OF DIFFERENT AS ME by Lynn Vincent.  The books are in the Fellowship Hall.  Ruby has already ordered them and the price is $10.51.

Our next meeting will be Thursday, October 20th, 6:30pm at the home of Ruby Beck.




Come, Join Us!
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The Nursery has moved to a new room!!!

No longer are we cramped into our old, tiny room!!  We are now located in the middle room on the right hand side of the hallway downstairs (2nd door on the right).

Come check us out!  We love to have visitors!!

Parents - Please remember that the nursery is for children ages infant through kindergarten.
Thank you to all who helped with the remodeling and move!!
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Christian Sympathy is extended to Mike and
Theresa Seddon  and  Family in the death of Mike’s  father,

Thomas Seddon, who passed away Saturday, September 24th.
Your Burnt Factory Church Family are lifting you and your 



family  in our prayers.
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“The Believers”
 Relay for Life
www.winchesterRelay.org

NEW CO-CAPTAINS:  Theresa Seddon and Kim Bursey

We will be serving Ruritan members on Thursday, October 6 at 7:00pm at the Ruritan.  Several of us will help with that meal meeting at the Ruritan at 4:00pm.

Ray Taylor told us that Wal-Mart will again be allowing bake sales at their Rt. 50 store.  We are scheduled to have a couple in March and April of next year.


We are also embarking on a new fundraising project – 2012 Relay for Life Friendship Quilt.  Liz Scott displayed a king-size quilt that had been made at her Texas home church as a fundraiser.  Donations were given to have names embroidered on the quilt and then the quilt was auctioned off to a lucky winner.  Our project will take the same course.  Our goal is to have upwards of 500+ names of those who have been touched by cancer.  We arrived at a cost of $5.00 per name embroidered.  You can certainly donate more!  Forms are available in the social hall and payment can be given to either Liz or Keith Roberts.  Please denote those names that have/had cancer so a special emblem can be embroidered with the name(s).  If paying by check, please make checks payable to BFUMC with “2012 Relay for Life Quilt” noted in the memo line.  We need 519 names to put on the squares.  So think about friends and family that you would like to honor or remember.  This beautiful quilt will be auctioned off at our Spaghetti Dinner/Basket Auction in April.  We have some volunteers who will help to make this a reality in seven months time.  If you can embroidery or would like to cut out squares, please let Liz know as soon as possible.   In the meantime, submit all the names you would like to see on the quilt at $5.00 each!
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There is a new little girl in town!!  Her name is…
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       She came to town on September 1st!

                          The very happy parents are Danny and Amye Murphy.
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1st
Josh Jenkins

Betty Hebner



2nd
Donna Willis



8th
Nancy Hulver


12th
Donna Swimley


14th
Jim Shepley



18th
Mike Young




Ramona DeLaFe




David May, Jr.



19th
Helen Shriver



21st
Tiffany Smith



22nd
Edna Melester



23rd
Darlene Morrison



24th
Ryan Swisher


26th
Chuck Tomas




Nathan Thompson



27th
Anne Kackley
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3rd
Tom & Cindy Miiller

7th
Scott & Ruth Ann Snyder

12th
Buddy & Margaret Willis


Sonny & Pat Perry
14th
Duane & Karen Swisher

17th
John & Leslie Butcher
18th
Boo & Shelly Snider
OCTOBER 2~Children’s Church~11am
OCTOBER 5~Bible Study~7-8:15pm

OCTOBER 6~RFL Serve Dinner to 
Ruritan Members~7pm

        at the Ruritan

OCTOBER 8~Youth Car Wash at GUMC~9-1pm

OCTOBER 9~Church Connection Brunch~9:45am


           Choir Sings at Greenwood Fire Hall



     Memorial Service~2pm

OCTOBER 11~Joseph Show~Lancaster, PA~1pm
OCTOBER 13-15~Apple Butter Making Time

OCTOBER 16~New Member Sunday
OCTOBER 20~Joseph Show~Lancaster, PA~1pm

            Women’s Christian Book Club



    ~6:30pm at Ruby Beck’s
OCTOBER 23~Youth Sunday


            FALL FEST~1pm~Shelter
OCTOBER 26~Charge Conference~7pm
OCTOBER 27~District Clergy Meeting~8:30am


            United Methodist Women Meet



      ~7pm~Social Hall

OCTOBER 30~Youth Nature Hike~1-5pm
OCTOBER 31~Church Council Meeting~7pm
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Jan Lower from Habitat for Humanity will be the guest speaker.

Bob Rodeffer is coordinating the Salvation Army Kettle Bell Ringing outside J C Penney for these first three Saturdays in December.
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First of all I want to start out by saying that my trip to the 229th Session of the Virginia Annual Conference was a wonderful enlightening experience.  I am humbly grateful to have attended as a representative of Burnt Factory United Methodist Church.  The Conference was from June 15-19, 2011 in Roanoke.  I arrived on Wednesday evening, checked into my hotel and made my way over to the conference center for registration and the evenings opening session for the Laity members.
It was a nice orientation starting with lots of wonderful Methodist singing!  It was the start of a wonderful weekend of music including the congregational singing, the worship team's great music leadership, and the many inspirational music presentations.

The theme of the conference was “Being Christ to Others: Snapshots of the Kingdom.”   As such, scattered throughout the Thursday,Friday,Saturday and Sunday Schedules were many sessions or programs that focused on a variety of Mission experiences different parts of the member Churches in the Virginia conference are involved in.  The Thursday evening Mission Worship service was very moving.  The Rev.Dr.Sam Wells, Dean of Duke Chapel, preached on the indifference faced by persons doing Christian ministry, and the passive-aggressive behavior of many members of the typical congregation.  He encouraged everyone to not be discouraged by indifference, but to “shake it off” and “see what a God, who makes all things new, will do.”  His wonderful British humor brought laughter throughout the lesson, honing in on the point with continued emphasis, moving the whole crowd.

Our Bishop, Charlene Kammerer, had become ill the week before conference and ironically, with the theme of the conference being mission, she was ill due to a bad reaction to shots she received in preparation for a mission trip to Africa.  She asked Bishop Timothy Whitaker of Florida to preside over the conference.  His experience as well as his wit and humor helped in keeping the business portion of the conference moving along, proactively and in order.

The Conference addressed many mundane aspects of the business of a connectional church organization.  It was an eye-opening and enlightening experience, and is not for everyone!  But we all know that with every organization there are many roles that must be filled, from the physical to the spiritual care.  This conference was one more aspect of the usage of the gifts that God gives each of us.  It brought home that there are a variety of roles that take place in the Church, from the public roles to the behind the scenes positions.  It is so important to acknowledge the organization that it takes to keep our faith tradition moving forward.

As far as business of the conference:  Members passed resolutions on the election of additional lay members, a call to fast and pray, the priority of proclaiming Christ, support of “20/20: Visioning an AIDS-Free World,” peace-making efforts between Palestinians and Israeli’s, and honoring the 50th Anniversary of the founding of Virginia Wesleyan College. They narrowly defeated a resolution affirming the retired bishops’ “Statement of Counsel to the Church,” which urges a change in the Book of Discipline in regard to views on homosexuality and ordination of gays and lesbians.

One of the highlights of the conference was meeting and connecting with other representatives from other congregations.  Our connectional organization is wonderful and this was one more chance to strengthen those continuing connections.
Friends are angels who lift us to our feet, when our wings have trouble remembering how to fly.
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Family Fall Fest

Sunday, October 23
All are welcome to gather at the beautiful Burnt Factory shelter after the youth worship service for lunch, fun and games.
We will plan on eating around 1:00 p.m.

The church will provide chicken tenders, delicious french fries, hot dogs, buns, the makings for s'mores, and paper ware.  We ask the congregation to bring a favorite side dish or two and a drink to share.
We look forward to Doug Bromley's wagon rides again this year.  Lots of games are being planned for children and adults as well.
We hope you can join us for this annual day of fun, food and fellowship as we celebrate God's bounty and beauty.
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Looking Ahead...Movie Night







Friday, November 4






     Movie Title:  “Soul Surfer”
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UPCOMING OPORTUNITIES:





October 27 – 8:30 am – District Clergy Meeting at BFUMC







     Some women will serve refreshments





October 27 – 7:00 pm – Next UMW meeting at BFUMC






November 11-13 – Women’s Retreat at The Blessings Lodge,










Camp Overlook





December 2 – 12:30-4:00 p.m. – Day Apart at BFUMC







12:30-1:00 p.m. – We will serve refreshments










 during registration.









All members are urged to attend.
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From






a Branch 






on  the








Vine

On a day years ago, an opportunity came to me.  I was working at a computer company on Braddock Street and had stepped outside to enjoy a little sunshine.  From up the street, I heard angry shouts between a man and woman.  He looked out of control and she was trying to walk away.  I watched and my own demeanor grew tense.  Do I intervene or do I dismiss the urge to become involved?


That question comes to each of us every day.  Do I keep to my plans or become involved?  The struggle to enter in or remain outside of a situation is placed before all of us; and so it is with God.  “God invites all to His table”, an opportunity has come to each of us.  Why not get involved with God? 


As I heard the heated exchange from the couple, I had some fear of what would happen if I approached them.  It was put upon my heart, that God did not give us a spirit of fear, but of power and love (2 Timothy 1:7).  Would I be interfering?  As a child of God, I am to clothe myself with compassion and kindness (Colossians 3:12) knowing I can overcome evil with good (Romans 12:21).  Weighing the consequences of intervening, my courage came from knowing I am Christ to this man and woman, and I am to love them.  Love requires action, and in its action, there is grace.  We all need grace.


I ask you as a friend to put aside any hesitation to become involved with God for He is good and perfect.  He offers you love and mercy.  Every single moment He is reaching to you.  Are you afraid of having to face your sins?  Me, too.  God has already forgiven us.  Knowing what kind of people we are, He sent His son to be sacrificed so we can share in His kingdom on Earth and in Heaven.  We are a treasure He wants close to Himself.  Do you think it will be hard?  You are right.  Is there anything of value that does not require effort?   Being held in the arms of God today and forever is your reward.  His Spirit will fill you and you will be made into the image of Christ, and one day you will be with Him face-to-face.


Being involved in church is good, but only if it is the fruit of being involved with God.  Sitting in a pew and hearing a sermon only have meaning when they come from a relationship with God, through His son, Jesus.  Works don’t create who you are.  Whose you are will lead you to works.  When you are involved with God, you will be involved in His church.


I did walk over to the couple.  I spoke calmly and the peace of Christ went out to this man and woman.  Both were crying and both were broken.  I didn’t preach or testify.  My God led me to be involved, and for the moment the couple quieted down so they could communicate with each other.  It is not my place to determine if they ever came to know Christ.  I DO feel it was my place to help; to be Christ at that moment; to be involved. Come to Jesus and LIVE.












In Christ, Rob
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September ended with the loud and lively Awakening Concert in Middleburg - shared with a few thousand Christian Youth. It was muddy and we battled the stink bugs; but we got a glimpse of how big God is. He can reach all people in all ways. The hearing should return soon. Last we saw Joy, she was rushing the stage for Toby Mac.


At the beginning of the month, we gathered at Brucetown UMC to compete in Mouth-Hockey, tried to sing with Riley and Katie and reflected on the events of 9/11. God remains close in a moment of tragedy and in Him we have our hope.
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Thank you,Youth, for attending and performing at the Boy Scout Dinner and the Beef Bar-B-Q. It is your church and it was a joy to see you be involved. Our Lord loves you and so do we!

Upcoming Youth Events

October 8th

Carwash

9 – 1

Greenwood UMC
October 9th

Connection Sunday 


Youth is hosting during Sunday School

October 16th

Regular Meeting
4:30 – 6:30
Greenwood UMC
October 23rd

Youth Sunday

8:30 and 11:00 Services

October 23rd

Fall Festival

1:00

At the Shelter

October 30th

Nature Hike

1 – 5

Pack a lunch
November 11-13th 
Middle School Retreat (Eagle Eyrie)




Leave BF at 3:30 on Friday




Return ~ 2:00 Sunday

November 13th 
High School Motel Ministry after church 
1 - 4

November 20th 
Regular Meeting



4:30 – 6:30




Burnt Factory UMC

December 2-4th 
High School Retreat (Eagle Eyrie)




Leave BF at 3:30 on Friday




Return ~ 2:00 Sunday

December 4th 

Middle School Motel Ministry after church
1 - 4

Schedule for Making Apple Butter


For anyone coming in new since last fall, (and to refresh the memory of others), here are the facts about our big fundraiser for the year, our Apple Butter Making Project October 15th.  There’s always something for people of all ages to do.  Cheryl Wagoner will be taking the orders for apple butter.  All new Jars, which are purchased by the UMM, will be used this year.  Pints are discouraged and if you order them, you must furnish your own new Jars.  The price of apple butter this year is $9.00 qt., $4.50 pt.


This year apples were picked on Thursday, September 29 at 3:30pm.  This can always be a family affair.  All ages are always welcome!  The apples were taken to cold storage until Thursday morning, October 13th, when the peeling process takes place.  The sides of the shelter will be dropped and canvas placed across a part of the shelter to insure comfort while sitting and working.  The fireplace will be ready for fire, which always feels good as the temperature drops outside.  We have special peelers up in the building near the shelter area.  As they come off the peelers they are put in plastic bags and placed back in the crates and taken down to the shelter where the quartering and “cleaning up” of the apples takes place.  This step begins at 9:00 a.m.  Many hands are needed for this step.  Everyone who can is encouraged to come, even if it’s just for a couple of hours, to help.  The more help we have, the easier it is on everyone.  Bring a couple of big pans and a sharp knife.  It really is a social event, even fun!  The ladies will bring soup, hot dogs, buns, drinks and desserts to tide us over until the “hour has come” to go home.


On Friday morning, October 14th, at 8:00am, the men will set the kettles, put a canopy over the kettles to protect the precious product from leaves, etc. and begin washing the apples, which is a very demanding job.  By this time, it’s time for these loyal workers to go home, get something to eat and sleep awhile before coming back around midnight to begin the big day on Saturday, October 15th.  It’s usually the men who carry the project for the first few hours, which is the hardest part.  Lighting the fires, putting the apples in the kettles and stirring is also a demanding job!  About 20 helpers are needed at midnight – the toughest time.  A few brave women get in on this part, but it’s mostly our dedicated, loyal, wonderful men who work through the night to get it all started.


Early Saturday morning, October 15th, about 5:00 a.m., about ten women will meet in the kitchen and prepare a hearty breakfast of sausage gravy, pancakes, orange juice, eggs, bacon, and biscuits.  After working throughout the night on donuts and coffee, the 6:00 a.m. call to breakfast – in shifts, of course – is a welcome invitation.  Everyone is welcome to eat!  By this time, relief help has come to give the men a break.  The apples are now easier to stir.  The sun is up and, hopefully, it’s a pleasant, sunny day to finish the process.  BUT, the project must be finished, regardless of the weather.  The ladies will have brought soup, hot dogs, barbecue, buns, desserts, drinks, etc.  (When we work, we eat)!  Lunch is usually early, so we can get the tables cleaned up and get the area cleared for the jars that will be placed on the table, ready for filling.  Through experience, at just the right time, the sugar will be added (about 100# + to each kettle!).  Then at just the right time, the spices will be added and very quickly it will be ready to take off.  We have two special dispensers with cut-off valves for filling the jars.  There are two assembly lines and everything must be done quickly to get the apple butter in the jars and lids screwed on tight.  NO jars of apple butter will be taken by purchaser until ALL butter has been jarred – this cuts down on confusion and allows for an accurate count of butter made.  There’s usually “oohs and aahs” after sampling the apple butter on rolls!  It’s the best apple butter in the land!  Just ask us – and others, too!  While some people are working in the assembly line, several of the men are cleaning up the kettles as they become empty.  Then everything must be cleaned up, some utensils taken up to the church as well as the orders by people who aren’t there to pick it up.


A big project for our church?  You bet!  Some of the ones who have headed it up for years don’t have the stamina or the health to carry the leadership.  It takes people who want to see it carried on to step up and learn the ins and outs of the project.  We have a wonderful reputation for our apple butter and hope it will continue for many years.  Let’s set aside the time that it takes for this once-a-year effort and continue this project in the same united way.  So many programs in our church benefit from its profits.

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	                     CHILDREN’S CHURCH BEGINS – OCTOBER 2

                 AFTER CHILDREN”S MESSAGE AT THE 11:00am SERVICE

                                     for GRADES 1st – 5th
	1  8:30am-5:00pm-

      Lay Servant Ministries Training
Duncan Mem. UMC

	2  8:30am-Worship

    9:45am-SS

  11:00am-Worship
After Children’s Message,
     Children’s Church
BF Pantry Collection
	3
7:15pm-Worship

             Committee
	4

	5   9:30am-12:30pm
   Church Office Hours
6:30pm-Choir
7-8:15pm-Bible Study
	6
7pm-Relay For Life 
serve dinner to Ruritan

members at the Ruritan
	7
	8 
9am-1pm
 at Greenwood UMC



	9  8:30am-Worship

    9:45am-

 Connection Brunch

  11:00am-Worship
After Children’s Message,
     Children’s Church
Blood Pressure Clinic

2pm-BF Choir sings at

    Greenwood Fire Dept

     Memorial Service
	10
	11
1:00pm-Joseph show 
    in Lancaster , PA

6:30pm-Choir
	12  9:30am-12:30pm
   Church Office Hours
7-8:15pm-Bible Study
	13  9am -Apple Peeling

                   begins
	14  8am- Put-Up Tarps, Wash Apples

      Set Up Kettles
Around Midnight

Start

Cooking

Apples
	15 6am-Breakfast for people who cooked and stirred apples overnight

    After Breakfast

cook & stir!

About 10am

put in jars

	16     NEW MEMBER

             SUNDAY

      8:30am-Worship

9:45am-SS (New Study)
    11:00am-Worship

After Children’s Message,
      Children’s Church
4:30-6:30pm-Youth meet at 

      Greenwood UMC
	17
	18
6:30pm-Choir
	19  9:30am-12:30pm
   Church Office Hours
7-8:15pm-Bible Study
	20
1:00pm-Joseph show 

    in Lancaster , PA

6:30pm-Women’s Christian Book Club

   at Ruby Beck’s
	21
	22

	23  YOUTH SUNDAY
      8:30am-Worship

      9:45am-SS

    11:00am-Worship

After Children’s Message,
      Children’s Church
1pm-FALL FESTat Shelter
	24   
November

newsletter articles to Charly today thru Wed, 10/26


	25
6:30pm-Choir
	26  9:30am-12:30pm
   Church Office Hours
7pm-CHARGE CONFERENCE
	27   8:30am-District 
    Clergy  meet at BF

7pm-UMW Meeting

      In Social Hall
	28
	29

	30  8:30am-Worship

      9:45am-SS

    11:00am-Worship

After Children’s Message,
      Children’s Church
1-5pm-Youth Nature Hike
	31
7pm-Church

        Council
	
	
	
	
	



C. Stephen Melester, Pastor

Charlene P. Kammerer, Resident Bishop
Burnt Factory United Methodist Church
Virginia Conference

1943 Jordan Springs Road


Richmond, Virginia

P. O. Box 399

Stephenson, VA  22656


Larry R. Thompson, Jr., District Superintendent
Tele. (540) 667-4993


Winchester, VA  22601

 www.burntfactory.org


www.winchesterdistrictumc.org
             Burnt Factory
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LOOK FOR THERESA’S ARTICLE IN THE NEXT NEWSLETTER

















